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Council President Baker called the meeting to order.   
 
Mayor Handwerk swore in re-elected Councilmen Lorson, Wilson and Hamsher as well as newly elected 
Rick Aspiras Jr.  
 
Pastor Chuck Davis from Calvary Assembly Church offered the prayer.  The pledge was recited.  
 
Roll call:   Shupp, Wilson, Aspiras Jr., Hamsher, Aspiras Sr., Corfman and Lorson were present.   
 
Aspiras Sr. moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting on December 18, 2017.  Wilson 
seconded. Roll call vote; all yeas; motion carried.  
 
Standing Committee Reports:  
 
Finance – Aspiras Sr.:   Draft of 2018 final appropriations has been received and will be reviewed as the 
chair to discuss with council on the dates and will announce at next council meeting.  
 
Utilities – Corfman:  The plant is running well right now and producing lots of steam.  
 
Transportation – Shupp:  Public Meeting with ODOT at Schmid Hall January 16, 4-6pm, to discuss the 
Pine Street Project.  
 
Administrative Reports:  
 
Mayor Handwerk:   Welcomed Emily Morgan from the Daily Record as our official reporter now. 
Employee of the month is Jeremy Wolford from the Distribution Department.  Jeremy works as an “A” 
lineworker.  He started in September of 2009 as a “C” Line Worker after attending the Stark State 
Lineworker course and has advanced through the ranks to his current position.  He usually runs the 
digger truck setting poles. He and his wife Megan have three sons and live near Massillon. Jeremy enjoys 
taking his sons to youth sports programs. He also enjoys the Massillon Tigers, NBA basketball, watching 
college football - especially Ohio State and riding his bicycle when the weather allows.  Jeremy is a great 
employee to have around when the weather gets bad. He always comes in to help when called and just 
made a trip to Florida, this past fall with Kyle Miller, to help out after Irma hit.  His efforts are 
appreciated.            
 
Safety Service Department Steve Wheeler:  Service Department handling winter duties and filling 
potholes with cold patch as weather allows.  This is very short-term and expensive so we focus on main 
roads with that cold patch process.  Two weeks from tonight, January 16, is an open house at Schmid 
Hall.  This is an update on the proposed Pine Street project.  You can come any time before 4 and 6.  No 
presentation or set time to be there.   
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Utility Director Brediger:  The generation plant is up and running since last week in anticipation of 
setting a transmission peak.  This is a benefit to having the plant.  We can not only generate but mainly 
to offset the transmission system operators high cost.  When peaks are set, normally during the summer 
periods but last couple of years it’s been over wintertime, if peak is set this week and plant is operating 
at full capacity, just it being in service for that 1 hour or 2 will probably be offsetting half of our 
transmission cost this year which will be close to about $6.5 million.  That’s mainly the reason we are up 
and running this week.  It’s not that we need the energy produced from the plant.  Roughly 60% of the 
energy coming in that’s supplying our customers right now are coming from all of our projects.  Any 
excess that we have the capability of selling during this period is going to the market place and with 
these colder temperatures we’re seeing the market prices up quite a bit.  So we are running to save on 
transmission cost and bring in outside wholesale sales.  There were commissioning problems with solar 
site 1 and those should wrap up this week.  The larger site, near the wastewater treatment plant, is 
expected to be in service by the end of the third week in January.  
 
President Baker:  Our next meeting will also be on a Tuesday due to the holiday.   The council 
committees have been assigned and were emailed to council members.  The president pro tem will be 
Councilman Corfman.   
 
Clerk Gault:  Liquor license transfer from Buehler’s to Styx Acquisition LLC has been received. If no 
objection, we will send it in.   
 
Wilson moved to adjourn the council meeting; Aspiras seconded. Roll call vote; all yeas; motion carried.   
Council adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 
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