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Chamber Shifts Holiday Focus Beyond Orrville  
 

The Orrville Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors voted unanimously August 15 to cease 

coordination of the Home for the Holidays event.  This decision was made on the recommendation of an 

ad-hoc committee that spent several months discussing the Chamber’s role related to this and other 

community events. 

Home for the Holidays began as a promotional event coordinated by Orrville’s downtown merchants, a 

committee of the Chamber, in the 1990’s.  John Brown, co-owner of Brown’s Furniture, suggested the 

name as he was already using it to refer to the holiday sale promotion at his store. 

Over the years, Home for the Holidays has evolved from it’s original intent to attract holiday shoppers 

downtown on a Friday evening, to a community event with entertainment, activities, seasonal treats 

and give-a-ways. 

“Home for the Holidays has become a tradition for the Orrville community on the Friday evening after 

Thanksgiving,” stated Lori Reinbolt, Chamber president & CEO. “However, the event no longer aligns 

with the core values of the Orrville Area Chamber of Commerce and the diverse demographic of our 

membership which now spans 24 different zip codes.” 

Over the past five years, Chamber membership has grown to 320, the largest in the organizations 104 

year history.  Nearly half of those members are located outside of Orrville’s city limits and truly defining 

the OACC as an area chamber. 

So what does that mean for the future of Home for the Holidays?  Will it continue or come to an end?  

The answer for 2020 and beyond is unclear at this time, but there is interest among some downtown 

Orrville business owners and community leaders to re-establish a downtown merchant group as a 

committee of the Chamber. 

For 2019, Home for the Holidays will look a bit different, but still provide plenty of family fun on 

November 29, the Friday evening after Thanksgiving, in downtown Orrville. 

The activities will be held in three primary event areas.  Smith Orr Homestead, 365 W Market Street, will 

continue to host the lighting of the Homestead and arrival of Santa Claus. Orrville Public Library, 230 N 

Main Street will host holiday magic shows and musical entertainment.  Serpentini Chevrolet, 1107 N 

Main St, will once again provide an iceless skating rink and live reindeer.   

Local businesses and non-profit organizations that are interested in continuing their participation in the 

event have been invited to partner with these three activity sites.  More details about the schedule of 

events and times will be provided in the coming weeks. 



In regard to the OACC, our holiday focus will shift beyond Orrville. Holiday Connections will encourage 

shopping local, giving to support local needs and gathering friends and family for holiday experiences 

close to home. Details on the Holiday Connections promotion and the 12 Days of Christmas Giveaways 

will be released in the upcoming weeks.  

Connecting communities. Expanding possibilities, The Orrville Area Chamber of Commerce is an 

essential resource for our members and community. By promoting active engagement, the Chamber’s 

network empowers our members to achieve their local goals. To learn more about the Chamber and 

how we can help you achieve your business’ goals, visit our website www.orrvillechamber.com or 

contact us at 330-682-8881. 
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