
Planning committee meeting 

Monday, July 27, 2026 at 6:30 

Agenda: Short-term Rentals 

Chair: Mace, Member: Handwerk, Secretary: Aspiras 

Present: Mace, Handwerk, Aspiras, Carr, Squirrell, Davies, Lax, Hranko, Wheeler, Mayor Plybon, 
Nick Yeager, Daniel Yeager, Jim Deese, Patty Smucker, Shana Lytle, Tyler Lytle 

Call to Order: 6:30 pm 

Mace: Opened meeting at 6:30 pm. Explained reasoning behind this meeting; short-term rentals. 
The planning commission table two short-term rental application and ask city council/planning 
committee to reevaluate if changes are needed to the policies and process. The two main reasons 
being; the application for property 1967 Sunnyview Lane is currently in a R-1 Zone(a first for 
Orrville), and also due to concerns voiced by citizens concerning both properties(the other being 
1720 West Hill Drive R-4) Mace also mentioned House Bill 109 and 161, specifically HB 109 as 
potentially forcing what the city can and cannot regulate regarding short-term rentals. 
 
Hranko: Information regarding current policy and procedure on short-term rentals. Our current 
zoning code does not specifically outline short-term rentals. The closest Use Category is 
Temporary Habitation-Rooming, Lodging, Boarding House, which is a conditional use in all zoning 
districts. A list of current operating short-term rentals and pending application for short-term 
rentals in the city of Orrville was read. Currently the city approves/denies short-term rentals on a 
conditional use. Length of time after approval varies by case.  
 
Discussion on issues with parking for some short-term rentals in the city. 
 
Handwerk: Shared concerns from citizen(s) about a short-term rental at 536 S. Main St. Stated it 
would be important for the city to follow the rules,policies, laws in place, and whatever potential 
changes would be made, if any. Summarized he views this as four options: Complete ban, Set new 
guidelines, Make no changes, Wait on current state legislation currently in process. 
 
Public in attendance shared their thoughts: 
 
N. Yeager: Shared concerns about short-term rentals in the city. Specifically the pending 
application for a short-term rental at 1720 West Hill Drive R-4. Concerns shared were unknown 
people coming and going, what could lead to out of control gatherings, property damage, and 
varies other nuisance issues. 
 
S.Lytle & T. Lytle: Shared they are both in favor of short-term rentals. Stated the current concerns 
shared by Orrville citizens regarding short-term rentals do not rise to the level worthy of denial of 
an application.  



 
J. Deese: Shared he is unsure if he would like to have short-term rentals close by to his home. 
 
P. Smucker: Shared that she does not think an outright ban is the right thing to do. Stated that a 
middle ground on this matter would be ideal. 
 
Discussion on current zones in Orrville and how the effect the short-term rentals. Currently there 
are no short-term rentals that have been approved in R-1 in the city of Orrville. The city needs 
reevaluate our current conditional use policy and determine if changes are needed. Conditional 
approval vs Regulatory approval was discussed. The possibility of a blend was also discussed. The 
intention is to achieve consistency and fairness while allowing citizens of Orrville to still have a 
voice. 
 
Discussion on surrounding cities and what they currently have in place. Mace shared this 
information. There were examples from the entire spectrum of possible regulation from cities such 
as Wooster and Barberton.  
 
Discussion on if restrictions were put in place, how does this affect current approved short-term 
rentals already operating within the city of Orrville. There would likely need to be a period of time 
for those out of compliance with any potential changes to either work to achieve compliance or 
eventually be shut down.  
 
Discussion on potential changes including regulations for different zone within the city. This is 
something that House Bill 109 may possibly limit the city from doing. Mace shared some key 
points of House Bill 109 as it related to this discussion: HB 109 would prevent the city from 
enforcing regulations based on zoning, prevent the city from using a lottery system, and prevent 
the city limiting a number of properties any one person can own. 
 
Discussion on possibly sending the two currently tabled short-term rental applications back to 
planning commission. If an application is denied, the decision is final unless something regarding 
the property/application or the regulations change. The consensus was to not send the two 
currently tabled short-term rentals application back to planning commission.  
 
Mace: Asked the committee to make a decision on our next steps. Expressed she would like time 
to further evaluate HB 109, including the potential timeframe of possible implementation. The 
decisions of the committee were to:  

1. Leave the two tabled short-term rental applications tabled.  
2. Allow time for Mace and the committee to further evaluate HB 109.  
3. Meet again once we are ready to resume the discussion on short-term rentals within the city of 
Orrville. 

 

Mace: Closed meeting at 7:58 pm. 


